Doctor English: Lesson 4 (Beginner / Intermediate)

-1 New Message

To : doctorenglish@nova.com
Subject : some / any
Dear Doctor English,

In school, | learned that "some" is used in positive sentences and "any" is used in
negative sentences and questions.

However, | sometimes hear native speakers use "some" in questions. Is this correct?
Thank you. K.H.

Basic use

A: I'm hungry. Do you have any cookies?

B: Yes, there are some cookies in the
cupboard.

A: ldon't see any cookies.

Do you have any (cookies)? Yes, there are some (cookies) in the (cupboard).
I don’t see any (cookies).

Make your own conversation using the pictures below.
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Now, make your own conversation using your own ideas.
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Special case

Case Study A: Offer + Expected response is “Yes”
A: I'm hungry. -
B: Would you like - - cake?

some

A: Yes, please!

Offer the items in the pictures using some.

juice watermelon bread salad

Case Study B: Request + Expected response is “Yes”
A: Canlhave. <more watermelon?

some
B: Sure. Help yourself!
I A: Thanks!

1. 2. 3. 4.

- T

tea pizza cake potato chips

Production

Practice offering and requesting food and drinks at a picnic.
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To : doctorenglish@nova.com

Subject : some / any
HAEER:

FRClsomelIEBEX. lany JITBEEXPREBX CESEFUE LI, LOL XA TATRE—H—
DRI Clsome | A E>TWADEEICT BT EABIET, THIFIEELLDTLELOID?

HIHESITEWVETKH.

BRI EEVO LT Basic use

some:

BEEX CEDODN R (—TEE —EHFEEITHILzaiRELET,

Used in positive (or affirmative) sentences. Assumes the existence of the object or an amount of
the object/objects.

f3Z: There are some cookies. (W< DH v F—HHBIET)

any:

BN PEEX EON HRONEFET OS5GN KEFELGEWCEZFHRELE T,
Used in negative sentences and questions. Assumes the existence of the object is unknown or it
does not exist.

fI3: | don't see any cookies. (Vv F—hHE<RATVELA)
f53Z: Do you have any cookies? (7 F—I& (W H5H) HUETHY?)

HIo B4y 7xfEL A Special case

RERIS CDsome:

Using “some” in questions

MEFITH L TREBEPRLE. #1532 3 5RICCERICTIEWIEBATESST L%
HAfF 9 235 E CfEbNE T,

When making requests and offers or invitations where we expect the answer
to the question to be “yes”, we use “some”.

f32: Would you like some cake? (7 —F(ZWHHTITHY?)
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F &8 Summary

some: BN GEEERIRELIE.BEME -1 A%E D, Assumes a concrete existence and
has a positive nuance.

any:FEAZ RSB I AEE LR PILE X ATREM % /R, Does not assume existence. Indicates
an uncertain situation or wide range of possibilities.

LB ENGREZHFL WA EE BB CHhsomehMEHLNS, Used in questions when a
positive response is expected.
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